B CLA News

A Message from the President

It is an honor
for me to write in this
space as the president of
the Broward County
Library Association.

| joined BCLA
in early 2002. | started
by writing articles for
the newsletter, was
elected secretary, served
as historian, then vice
president. Throughout
these years, | have
worked with wonderful
library workers
throughout the tri -
county. | &
ti mes and |
lenging, trying, anxious
times.

The times we
face now are especially
anxious. We are here to
report what is happen-
ing with our community
and to focus on the co-
workers around us.

In this issue,
we take a look at the
budget crisis facing li-
braries in Broward
County and throughout
country.
at what some library
workers are doing in
0ot hero

about what our future
holds, and what outside
forces will play a big
part in shaping our fu-
tures, we here at BCLA

have to adapt and de-
vise more effective ways
of getting our messages
to our members and
those we want to at-
tract.

The changes in
library hours, the in-
creased workloads that
we all have now, the
workforce size, the gen-
eral uncertainty of our
times fi these all effect
how we send out our
message. Ergo, our elec-
tronic newsletter; ergo,
our new & improved
website. Look for other
changes as well.

New times =
new ways of doing
things. | look forward to
working with you in
these interesting times.
Stay tuned.

fi Wayne Draper

More than the old website . . .

At the BCLA board of directors meeting in July, Aaron Huber, North-
west Regional Library, unveiled our updated, or completely revamped,

website:

mybcla.org

It was designed using Drupal, a free and open source Content Manage-
ment System (CMS) written in PHP. With Drupal, we have greater
flexibility in designing and updating our website. There is a blogging
feature. We are working on building more useful elements and dissemi-
nating features in mybcla.org. Go ahead: check it out.
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in
newsletter articles, sub-
missions and spotlights
are those of the authors
and do not necessarily
represent the views of
any public or private li-
brary division or system.
It is the purpose of this
newsletter to share infor-

mation about
and library workers.

libraries
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Annual Meeting &

BCLA Luncheon

On Friday, June 5th, BCLA held
its annual meeting and luncheon at the
Sheraton Ft. Lauderdale Airport Hotel.
The event brought together long -time
supporters of BCLA as well as some first
timers.

The event started out with good,
old-fashioned Florida soaking humidity
and partial cloudiness and closed with a
rip -roaring afternoon thunderstorm.

But we persevered.

Outgoing president Patricia Ven-
tura opened the business with a call for
secretaryds and treasureros r
| owed by the membership chair

Neil Pollack, chair of the nominat-
ing committee, addressed the audience
about the open board of director seats:
membership, historian, and vice presi-
dent. Ballots were distributed.

After some other preliminary
business, we enjoyed the business lunch.
After the meal, Patricia resumed her
place at the lectern and introduced this
year ds g uewnhingautwrwar d
Brad Meltzer, author of The Tenth Jus-
tice, The Zero Game, The Book of Fate
and The Book of Lies.

ports, fol -
s

e
0 report.

After the vote count,
the results were announced:

ZER
-1,

Membership: Morgan Reeves . ¥ PR :
Historian: Steven Silberman e “-B.!ﬂ,MElllB.@{v,
Vice President: Rita Talchek
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